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" WOLFGANG,
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The Wrecker’s Beacon
CHAPTER I.
REFORE THE GALE.

The good ship PaTurinpeR, of New York,
and bound to Copenhegen, hud entered the
North Bea, having left the Straits of Dover
two deys behind.

The commander of the ship wae 8 young
men, not over eight-and-twenty, and hie name
was Maurice LesTen. He stood by the tal-
frail, gozing off upon the horizon to the esst
ward, ever and anon raising his hand sabove

sis head to feel if there was any wind stir
ing, and s5 often casting his eye aloft o see
how the cenves hung. As he stood thus his
malte spprosched, snd spoke to him :

“What d'ye think of this, Capt'n 1"

o] think we're in for a storm, eir,” the
master replied.  “And [ tell you what it is,
Griffin,” he added, alter sweeping the hori-
zon agein with bis eye, ““when it comes it
will be an earnest one. None ol your broud
Ocean puffs, with nothing but water to hatch
wind from ; but we'll have it right fresh from
some of those places where they know how
to moke things blow.”

“Then you think we'll have a hurd ono 3"
said Griffin,

“wAye,” answered the eoplain, with almos:
s shudder, *I leel it in my bones,”

In the meantime, Captain Lester had Leeon
wolching the vea and sky as bafore, nnd he
fancied that the signs of the storm were grow
ing mare and more palpsble every moment.
The eun wes going down in o thick bank,
giviog to the whole western horizmn a dull,
purplish-red, bloudy hue, with here and there
apots of a durker tinge, like openings, threuzh
the fiery cleud, looking upon a fesriul black
paes behind,

“Do you see how sirangely it locks off
there 1" suid the eaptuin, rowring his finger
towards the puint where the sun wns retting,

“Aye,” returned Grftin, “I h.ve beun
wetching those datk places.”

And others noticed the snme thing, and

stand on much longer,

sbate by that time I know not what we shal
do.” "’

up Irom the shock, he looked into his com

manilested :

commuoicate it, too. I must tell it now, fo

Something ia to happen that will bear gres

written in my soul. However, you shal
hear my story. You have heard that my pa
rents were both lost st gea 1

“Yes,"” snid the mate,

“And perliaps you knew that they were
lost in this sen 1" .

“I have heard so, sir.”

“Aye—sgo it wos. I wes » boy then.—
They were on their way to Copenhagen, as
we thould be new. My fsther commanded
the ehip—she wus cnlled the * Clara Juns.'—
She was nemed lor my mother ; and she was
a stounch, noble erait. | was st sehigol then,
in Troy ; and when I knew that my parents
wees dead [ wes well nigh mad with griel.
[ funciod then, in f1y first hours ef orphan
oge, that @y heart would bresk ; and I
think euch would have been tho cage if they
had kept me ut echool.

And 1 proepered-~prosgered eo wall thut,

commnnd of a ship.

spuke ol it, too.
Seven u'clock enme nrd went. Eiglt
o'clock eame, and the first wureh wog sot.

men of the laet dog-welteh Teft tieir stations.,

before the com ng of anvther d.y.”

were not wholly ignorint of whit wis o0 F)

hatches with thick trpautive ; ond when this

| A
Pth 4 ehe loved e in retuen,

ing ; eo they went wt work nnd secared moflrrrm;,t'd ihet we should be murried whey' lighteing, Soap weut the starbonrd chain;
shi wes twenty yeers old,==t1hat hid be | and in o moment more & shock wua felt os
was done those who had no puricoliv station [rur plan for wors than two years, Mp the lsrbonrd anchor found botlom; but it
collegted «bout the wheel. Ancther hnur| Fhorntan boviog s01 the b wds himselt 1 coull nut ho'd.  The cub'e paried as thoogh

“The man who owned the ship which
first commorded was numed Thorntn, H

bad a divghter nnmed Carriv==ono of the
“Don’t go below," said th- cuplain, a< the | wweoteet, purest, nnd luvelicst craatures that

ever graced this poor li‘e of eurth,  Sho wa

Mr. Thorn

The coptain started up from hia chair, and | he deck.
would probably have walked across the cab. | ™e® erowding forward..
in, but st that moment s hesvy ses caught “What fa it " Lester asked.
the ship, and gave her a pitch forwerd, whi b
coused him to catch bia sent sa quickly oe
possible. As suon ss the flood had gone | €¥® sbout four points upon the Inrboard bow
irom the deck, anl the vessel had struggled

panion’s face, nnd svid, in » volce made trem-
uloua by deeper emotion thun he had before

“Griflin, T have ecmething epon my mind
more than you know ; ond I am anxious to| mate that it must be a light house.
¢ | light was bold and distinet, nnd evidently a1
a considerable height sbove the level of the
t |sea; for, had it not been so, it could not
calamity to some of us. [ am not croaking | have been eeen ot that distance.
—I am only resding what the Unseen has

I'have a strange loreboding of coming ill.—

wore, has been, o8 near us [ can caleulste, fmere lancy, though even that affecled me
north-west-by-west, s0 that we must have, much :
been driving towards the cosst of Northum. | /8t off, upon a huge ses, with her arms|of Hio.
berlned. I think we have pleaty of room to | stretehed imploringly towards me—sow her,
“tand on until midoight ; but we cannor|'Ben, with my eyes open, ss I have often
It the gale dues fiot | #€en ber”in my aleeping dream §—=""

1| At thia point the captain wan cut short in [ mate. He kneeled down by the officer’s
his apeech by the ery of “Licut-i) I from | side, and raised the head ; bot it was cold
They burried up sod found the | apd lifpless snd the ekull #oe broken !—

there 1—See !|—Did you see it, eir 1"

upon Dorton Point,
ton, ne the cepiain knew (rom personal ex-
perience, o8 well as from the chart, there
wad o snug harbor, of esey entrance. These
things were eettled,

As soon o8 it hed been determined where
the light wus, Captain Lester made sll poe-
sible liuste 1o determine his course of action.
Had the thing been pructicable, he would
have laid his ship to; but thst could not be
done. Noone even gave it o serious thought.
So it wes determined that the ship shou!d
stand on, at least till sumething further was
disgovered,

At hall-past twelve th2 gale had modera-
ted considerably, The light was now to be

But some of those|5een very pluinly whenever the ship rose,
who cared for me came to see mie, and it wes | 204 e captuin and his officers felt sure that
fioully areanged that T should gs 1o sen.— they were right in their calculationa,

“ Atall events,” said the former, “we

o think it {e a light, eir,” replied Parker. | dead med zlso!
“Here, sir,— just stand here.~Now turn your

Yes—he hadscen it; and he knew it must
be a light upon the shore; but it was a gres, .
way off. He watched until he had seen It One of them was dead ; but the other gsznd

several timos, and then he remarked to his

Alter o
short coneultation, during which reference
|| wus had to the chart of the Northumberland

/ i L 1
coas!, it was decided ':,1" ttt:‘ai'ngff;i 3“}):: awered, in a weakning voice. “They've kill-

where they lsy—two of them being clapsed

I thovght | saw her, standing not |in each other's arma—but he found no signs

With a sad, hesvy hesrt, Lester pased on,
and presently he found two more dead ones,
and one af them was Dayid Griffin, his cniat

|

Gently be laid it back vpon the sand, and
then moved on again. And he siw more
Could it be possible that
ae had been the only one leit alive §

Ha !—wait— what {8 thie! It moves—

—Wait, now, till she rises.—Ha—there !— | it haa lile !

Captain Leater hurried forszard, e fast us
his feeble strength would permit, and found
two men lying by the side of a heavy epur.

up into his eummander's face, snd stretched

The torth his hands as thouzh he would ask ror

mercy. His nams was Dick Mangle, and
he had been ooe of the best seamen on
bourd the ship.

“Poor Dick " said Lester, kneeling by
bls eide and liiing his head, *‘Areyou bad-
y hort 7

“They've dyna it for us 1" tha sallor an

ol Tom. Aisrt he dead ¥

partly forced and partly corried along after |

Woligang, who strode rapidly on for nenrly
half an hour. He could think only of the
White Fawn that had been wracked on that
coast, and of his Carrie who had, perhaps,
in company with those same men, trod the
same psth he was now treading. What
had been her fate! Had she been murder.
ed by these wretches, or reserved for some
more deplorable doom?! These thoughte
filled him with unattersble sgony.
Wollgeng hed now drawn nenr the wa.
ter's edge; and soon coming to the mouth
of a cave he entered it, fullowed by the
three ruffiana who dind charge of our hero.
The buttom of the cave sloped wpword
[rom its entrance fur some distance, and
then becsme almost level. "The enplive,
(tor ench Muaurice Lester now felt himself
to be,) frequently hit his foet nguinat what
he thougkt, with a chill of horrur, were ho-
men buned strewn around the esvern, but
he could not clearly maka them eut in the
dim light. Healso noticed that the buttom
of the cave was very wet, as though it bad
recently been covered with water, The
wrecker chieltain stopped, st laet, nesr
whut seemed the end of the cave, and mak
ing a sign to his followers, they clapped

It was the body of stout Tom Bricked that
lay closa by, and when the captain had
made himse'l sure that there was no particle
of I'fe in it, he reported the same to Dick,

“Bat,"” he added, *what do you mesn 1—
Who has done you harm 1"

“Haven't you seen 'em "' the mon asked,
struggling for breath.

“8Seen whom ?
demunded Lester, eagerly.

Dick started up to his elbow, and gized
round ; but he seemed to find nothing for
which he waa looking, and he sink back
Hued he not made this effurt he
might have epoken further, but the aect of
rising had exhausted him, and the last grain
ol strength waa leaving him,

“What do you mean 1" cried Lester, ns

What do you mean?”

manncles on the wrists ond snkles of M-
rice before he had tiwe to note their fnten-

President’s Message.
Fellow Citizens of ths Senals
and House of Representatives:

Ouor deep and heartielt gratitude is dda to
that Almighty Power which has bestowed
upon us such varied and numerous blessings
throughout the past year. The general
health of tha country hss been excellanty
our horvesta have been unusually plentiful,
and prosyerity emiles thronghout the land.
[ndeed, notwithstanding our demerita, we
hive much réason to balieve from the past
events in our history, that we have enjoyed
the speciil protection of Divine Providence
evar gince our origin as a nation. We have
been exposed to many threatening and
alarming Jifliculties in our progress, but on
esch ruccessive ocension the impending
¢lond haa been dissipated st the moment it
nppearcd roady 1o burst upsan our heads, and
the dungor 1o our institutions haa passed
nwny, - May we ever be under the Divine
guidaniee and protection! -

Whilst it i< thaduoty of the Presidant “from
Yim*to time to give to Congreas information
of the state of the Uanion,”. 1 ahall not rafer
in detidl to the rocent end and bloody oocur-
rences wt Wirper's Farry,  Still, it is proper
to obserse that these cvents, however bad
and oruel in themeelves, derive their chiaf
importance from the apprehension that they
nre bot eymptoms of an incurable disease in
the public miod, which may break out.in
still more dangaraus oatrages and terminate
ut lnst in an open war by the North to abol-

tion,

“Now, Coptiin Laster," said Woltgang,
“you mu:t remain in this placo for ashort
egisan. You are perficlly safe here. 8
lence! Say not a word! I you attempt to
leave this spot, you will be &lsin the moment
you ret fuotl oulside the cave.”

Thua speaking, the chieltsin and his ful-
lowera silently but rapidly withdrew, leaving
Moutice nearly stupefied with astanishmant. ]
Ad they poassed from the mouth of the cuve,
thair feet wers wat by the rising waves.—
Tle tide was fast coming in,

Alter a short tima, the eaptive looked
pbout him with eyes somewhst sccnstomed
tosthe dim Jight, and become eatisfied that
whut he hud supposed to be human bones

when [ woa twenty years old, they give me hove no ¢hoice bot to etund o4, at least——"
He wan joterropted by a cry from the

1| bowa thst made every soul etort with horror

A “Breakens ! DBreaxens !

few high in the air,

thraugh

passed awny—.nd tnm]p.‘lr, 'l"vr{ o'vluek | lioked two thauths of the time, and ] hud it had been a hempen atring, and va ewepl
urranged (o remainn ot home until we were the devoted sh p.

come, and still nut a brenth, The & ip sy
upon the water like o dend thing, with the,
ropes, and blocks, «nd suils, ratilinz wnd 1 p
piog as khe wna ewoyed to ond iro Ly the
lezy swells of the sen.

“What does it menn U'* eried Grflin, as the
boy struck five bells.

“Hark ! goid the eaptain, almost in-tant
Iy, *I guess you'll eoun see.  Did you lee!
that 1= Ha !—and thut "

It wos o pull of wind, und o light flying of
spray ; or, perheps it wns n spit ol roin. At
all everts, the poff was felt; wnd the drops
of water lell upon other clecks than Mau-
rice Lester's ; and other aora than his heard
the dull moaning which eame over the dark
waters. Ho other ears hesrd the rosr which
followed, and other bodies quivered benenth
the shoek of the storm gient when he came
in his might.

Aye—ithe storm had come, Itcame with
wind and rain, and with an sngry heuving o
the sen. It como with a durkneas like Ero
bus, and with the voice of thunder. The
gole continued to increnee in fury as the long
night passed awoy. When morning come
the scene was one of awlul grandeur. The
wind wos howling with terrifie fury ; and the
brond sea wos lashed into huge mountains,
that foamed, and tumbled, snd leaped olong
over the bosom of the deep, seeming every
moment ready to whelm and engulfl the frail
bark that struggled within the demon grasp.

When Captain Lester hed observed the
signe of the morning, be fearcd that the storm
would continue through the dey, and so he
told hia men. The sky wore a hue of hor-
ror, and rain wos now driving down, ming-
ling with the leshing eea. At noon it wak,
atill worse.

At Jength night shut in agein, and not »
sign yet of the passing awsy of the storm !
The frightful howling of the tempest seemed
rather to have incressed than abated. The
men gathered upon the quorter deck, cling
fng for support to the racks snd rails—for the
life lines swayed 8o much that they wire
afrald of them— gsthered ag near to the light
of the binnacle-lamp as they could, sa though
even from such feeble beams they might find
gome comfort, But motall were there. No
—not all! Four stout, true hearted men
had been awept away by the storm. Naor s
soote were left ; hut how many shull ses the
light of another way 1

At nine o'clock Captain Lester went be-
jow. He took Jown a chart of the Nurth
Bes, snd heving spread it upon the table, he
eat down to exsmine . He wes thusen.
grged when Mr. Griffis come down ; but he
did pot look vp until be hed finished the cal-
culation,

wHow is it 1" the mate asked, ss ho mw
his commander lay down the dividers.

#] have been making & reckoning, and 1
find thet we have but little more eea ravm

morriod.  But==Thornton had o henvy chip

rreighted tur Copehagen, wnid her capt i
wag dying.,

v | "whit duea this mean? See ! The light

Hs could find no one to tske ! ig 1ill burning os brightly ss ever—at least

Kis place but me, and ha wsked me to go 1| a league away—and yet here are the rocks

coud not reiose 3 but 1 eshed tha | might ¢
Mr. Thoruton shook his| m=nn 1"

But bz had anvthirpton
Mo hod been| weather b outen sailor, who stood ot the

b mwiried first,
he.d, nnd snid no.
which he said would be better,

direetly under vor bows ! What can it

Mourice Loster did not answer; but an old

planming to wi-it Cupevhagen, where he had| wheel, and who hod Juoked » thousund den-
two bruthers in business==they were in com-| gers in the Iace, answered for him ¢

pany with hior==nnd ke snid he would 1ake

the next #hip, snd bring Carrie out with him
ond we should be murried there,
consented v tnke out the new ehip, snd Mr

1 finally | Girin® the gun, sir.

“lr's A Weecker's Bracon ! I've seen

Thera sint no use in
That light was put there
to lead poor Jack to hisdeath that the coast

,| Buch things alore.

Thornton, with his doughter, waa to meet | shurks might pick his bones 1"

me in Copenfingen, and thete we were lo ba

married, and all three come home together

The evening before 1 sailed I spent with
Cairie, snd when I left her I felt thut I was| ship had met her doom.

leaving my very life.

“Well,” continued Loster, wiping his eyes
“I went to Copenhrgen. I waited a montl
-=then [ heord that the American ship

“White Fawn,! with Willism Thornton and

daughter on bosrd, had touched et Dover,
and that all were safe and well when she
left. 1 waited another week, and then 1
crossed over to Hamburg ; but [ could learn
nothing there. Next I went to London,

“ BrEAKERS !

She went upon the

the roar of the elements.

1 '
CHAPTER 1L
WOLFGANG, o
Msurice Lester wos nesr the starbosrd
gangway when the ehip struck, having start-
od aft to look to the helm. The shock
threw him upon hi4 back, and he tried to get
up, but ere he could regsin his feet the

and there I learned enough to asstire me that| flood of mad waters came surging over the

the ship hnd been lost !  On the second day
after she left Dover n severe storm had aris.
en, and several vessels hed been reported
lost. I sent my ship home in charge of the
mate, and spent four months in searcBing
after the lost ones; but 1 could gain no
troce of them. Not even n piece of the
wreck could I find-=not a mark of the ehip
nor of one of its cr2w !
a ¢0d snd heavy heart.”

bark, and he was thrown—he knew not
where. Ha only knew that the luod came
—that it caught him in ite ginnt grasp—that
it hurled him ss the gale horls a fenther—
thet hia head was hurt—that his body was
toased and bruised—and then the lamp of
his consciousness went out. When He came|
to himsell it was duylight, and the raya of

I come home with{ the sun were beaming above him. At firat
1 hedid not attempt to move, any farther then

Maurice Lester stopped a few moments,| simply to assure himself that be was reslly

and bowed his head vpon his hands, for his
feelings hod almost overcome him. Ine
little while, however, he lovked up aguin,
and added, in a touching tons —=

“Ah, my dear [riend, you do not know what
I hove suffered—tongue cannot te!l .it, nor
cnn pen write it.  That blow did break my
hesrt—broke it in the rending of its tender
est cords, and in the crushing of all its earth-
ly hapes !=—Do yeu believe in dreswms 1"

The mate started, not so much at the
character of the queation, de from the sudden
manner in which it was put.

“Well,"” snid Lester, in a lower tone, I
have had a dresm repeated many times ; but
never has it come to me so direcily and so
wividly as within the past-three or four deys.

alive snd sensible ; but sought to recall the
events of the paat, which he did, very clear.
ly, up to the time when his ship struck wp-
on the rocks,—he could go no farther. Al
ter this he roised himeelf upon his elbow,
and tried to geze about him. He found
himsell wpon a bed of ssnd, between lwo
immense rocks. e had been landed there
in that deep nook, end the tide had gone out
and lefthim. Ina little while he rose to
5ia feet, and managed to crawl up, by the
aid of a stranded spar, overa long part of
one of the rocks, -
After seeing all that was to be 2beerved
from this point, he moved on towards whe™
he thought he should soonest find an open
besch, for he felt faint and he wished to find

Carrie Thornlon is not dead ! 1 know she|help as soon as possible, After toiling over
is not !—she hes appeared 1o me repeatedly [ ulippery, slimy vocks, ard csuel, tearing

in u dream, and calls upon me to save hert

To-night, ne I stood all slone by the mizzen | hia flesh bruised and lacorated, he fuoally

rigging, trying to peer out jnto the thick
gloom, I heerd her vuice as plainky esgou
pow hear mine, and she called out for me 10

Jefi. The course we have made since we

save her, OI courss what followed was

where many pieces of the wreck had been

Cuptain Lester leap d Torward, and in o
very few moments he was sutisfi:d thet the
warning had not beer a [tlee one; for hn
“This calm can't last o grest while, You'four yeurs younger than mysell ; but even could mid oily hear ibe awiul roar of the
had better batten duwn the hetches now, when I first kuew her--snd ghe wos not| breaking seas, but ha fancied that he could
while there is nothing else to doj ‘or I sm ' ilien more than fourtern=-she wos n woman| 8ee the glesming of the white foam as it
sure there wiil he need of havipg them eloge | in onteHeet sed graes, though a vhild in sim
! pacuy of luve and eur fildenen.

The men had had no thoughts of going he : ton did oot objecttu my suit, g0 1| vid her| cu! lnuse. The panderovs grapplings plung-
low, fur they could e2e nrd fvei; and they fwitholl my vou!, and was bleg<ed to know | ed [i to the hissing sea, und the iron cable

It hd been|were spun

As quickly as possible
L ahe twosail wes token off, and the snehors

the hawse helea like

wIn hesven's n me!" gasped Griffin,

Rocks ! —On the starhoard
bows 1 ——No !— On the larboard !—Port "
But {t wan too late for mortal help. The| Men enll me Ryan Wol'gang.”

.| he saw that the poor fellow was sinking,~-
*Hasany body harmed you 1"

Dick munaged to rise his hand to his head
~—tu # point above the left car—and, as he
did €0, he whispered=-

“Louk out—they nshed for the capt'n.~—
That's where they struck 1" He tried to
epeak further, but his vuice failed him,

What could this mesn ' DMuurice Loster
started to his feet ond guzed around. Who
had killed his men }

The enptuin was distorbed in his medite

.

upun turning he behold four men coming vp
from the water. He who come in advance
was a tall, museular man; with a gount,
heovy feame 5 sumewhera aboat fi ty or fifty
five years of sge ; and habited ina garh of

was secured ot the waist by a broad pistol
belt.

Mnuriee Lester was elartled when ha be-
held the stalwart lender end his three ruffiin-
ly companions ; and, considering all the cir-
cumstances, it i no wonder thet he wae
startfed. However, he had not much op
portanity for reflction, for by the time he
hud foirly mude out the party, they were up-
on him.

“Hallo," the leader cried, ns he saw our
tero, “here we have nnother.” And, as
he come up, ha added: “And, I puess
we've found a live one, too, one that knowas
something —8y—who sre ye 1"

Tlvis last sentence was addrossed to Mau-
tice, who quickly snsvered :

“My nume is Lester. And now, to he
fair, what is your nome 3"

“Well—1{ guesa you've heard it before.—

“Worrcaxa !” repested Lester, with a

,| rocka with a crash that sounded high above | geart.

“Yes. Thatis my name." .

Then Worreane waa not o myth after all.
| That mysterious wrecker, whose name was
o source of terror to honest sailors, was o

wera really such, ‘There were many of
of them., And moving amonz them ware

ish ~tavery in tho South.  Whilst, for my-
soll T eaterinin no suck apprehension, they
vuzht to ¢frd 4 solemin warning to wa nll to
[bow e of the appronch of danger.  Our Un-
fun i3 u stike w1 spch inegtimable value as to
demand vng conatent and watehful vigilanee
for its preservation. o this view let me im-
plore my countrymen, Nurth snd South, to
vultivite the nncient feeling of mutual for

hearanee and good will towerds ench ather,
und strivo to wlluy the domon «pirit of sec.
tional gtrife now alive in the land. .Thjs ad-
vice proceeds from the heart ol an old publie
runctioniry whose servicea commenced in
the list genera fon, nmong the wise and con

servative statesmen of that day, now nesrly
nfl possed nway, nind whose fiest and dearsst
eurthly wish is 1y leave hit country tranquil,
prusp ruus, united and happy.

We ought ta refleet that in this sgs, and
ezprcinlly in thia country, there is an inces.
sant fhix and refluz of public opinion. Ques
tiona which in their day sasumod & most
threatening nspect, have now nesrly gone

huge raty, seckinz for prey. Tae topof the
cavern, in sume places, was but a lew feet
ubove his head, and in one pluce ha discov-
ered a emall eperture, through which a fuint
light struggled, nnd an going underneath ir,
he thonght he smelled the odur of vegetatiun
and fowers.

On turning, from the contemplation of
this aperture,townrds the mauth of the cave,

atiun by the sound of voices not lur off, and

blua ¢lath, cutinte a frock, or shirt, which|

| tered hands,

Captain Loster observed, with alirm, that
the waler was creeping up the sloping bot-
tom. What if itehould A1 the ewernl—
Ahl now ha could account for the presence
there of those human boncs. They were
the sad memoriils of other hopeless prisin.
ors who had beea left in that euva to poried
by drowning.

Slowly but suraly the waters erapt alonz,
The vermin flad hefore thom to the elevated |
spot on which Maurice stood.  Blowly fol- |
lowing, the incoming water at length reach- |
cd his feet!

At the end of the cave, within a few leet
of the wall, snd underneath the nperturo bes |
fore spoken of, woa a large piece of rock, |
some tour feet high, that might have fallen |
from ab ve. ‘To this Msuriea hsstencd wa |
quickly sa hia manncles would permit.—
Alter some rxertion he eucereded in elimb- |
ing to the top of it, and stood erect, his hp:u!ii
within a tew inches of the roof of the ¢av-
ern. But he waa not ullowed 1o occupy 1his
retrent alone, Asthe water bagan 1o cirele
round ita bage, the rala also sotsht refote
on 1t in greot numbers, and in vain did Jau- |
vice try to dislodge them with his manscled |
feel,

waler cnme rippliny over tha top of the
rock., Ha telt its moisture apon his feet,—
And still it rose——slowly but relentlesily ju
rose higher==higher; ond #a it rode, the rats
climbed up his himba for ga‘ety. [t was in
vnin that he brushed them off with his Tet
Thew instantly returned,——-
They elumbered up his back-=to his shoul
ders—over the bick of hia neck—1o ths
crewn of his head; their clammy bodies
striking a chill to hia very haart.

Aud still higher the watera rose, nnd more

l
Soon (as it seamed ta tha ecaptive) !!:.*_-l
|

fiend incarnate.

being of flesh and blood, like other men — thickly the foul vermin’ clastered upon the
Muurice gized upon him with wonder; snd,| devoted captive’s shoulders and kead, ns
o8 he gezed, he felt that he looked upon o their only pluces of sulety.
He had often henrd of the
pirate wrecker, and sp dork and mystic had seelt o watery grave, when his stiention wis
been the tales which the North-Sen sailors | arrested by the trend af ropid loulsteps nenr
hud told, that he had been inclined to belieye | the aperture above his head, and the sounds
that the whole theme was a febrication —
Now, however, he had no more doubt, for
the man before fhim lovked o dark and|ter to tha very anul,
bloody ss were any of the pictures he had | taken; it wes CaRRiE's voice.
ever heard drawn of himupon the forarastle.
But our hero was pot allowed much tima
for reflection, Wolfgang plied him with|urangth, he shouted, “Carrie! Carrie! Can
questions, to all of which T.ester gave|rre!”
ctraightforword snawere; well knowing that
cvasion would serve no practical purpose,
and hoping by hia franknesa to propitiate the | \yo wretohed coptive's head and shoulders,
morciless fiend in whose unrestrained powor [ only to return ngain, in their fierce struggles
he knew himself 10 be.
When the wrecker chief had elicited all| tides which had now neurly reached our
the information he could, and learned with
what a rich cargo the vessel was freighted, | pubiished 10 oor columna,
and that she had $40,000 in specie en board,| n sample.
he smiled grimly, and remarked to one of | Where it leaves off here can be found only
his confederates thst she would perhaps be
a richer prize even than the White Fawn
had been a few yeare before. The mention|at ull the storea throaghout the city and
of the name of the Hi-fated abip in which | country, where papers are sold.
Carrie Thoroton and her father had been |*M¢ *®

Diriven (rantic
at lagt by the horror ot his situstion, he wus
nbout to plange into the surging ride and

of a harsh musculine voice, slmoat instanty
followed by a nowse as of strugale, and o
piercing shirick which thrilled Mausice Les-
' He could not be mis
Alruin he
henrd it, but now in tunes of entrenty.  Ohy,
it was her voices She was nol desd! She
lived nnd was near him! Gthering all his

A dead sllence followed, broken only by
the fearful mu. murs of the still rising waters,
and the splash of the ruts as they fell trom

for o perch of satety from the sdvencing
hero's shoulders.

The above is all of this story that will be
We give this as
The continuation of ft Ifrom

in the New York Ledgor, the great family
papery to which the most popalar writers ol
the country contribute,and which i lor sale

Remember
for the New York Ledger of Junu-
ary 7,and in it you will find the continuation

lost, gave Meurice Lester such a shock that| 110 story from where it leaves off here.—
he nearly fell to the esrth. He grew deadly | [f you cannot get a copy at any book store,
pale, and his frame quivered convulsively.

«Whst's the matter ¥'* said Woligang,—

the publisher of the Ledger will mail yon a
copy if you will send him fivo cents in o
letter.

«You don't seen; o have Much strength left |
—Bring him slong, boys, wherg we 30 doo-

corags, until his clothing was «ll torn, apd|for bim.”

The sinister glance which accompanied

renched an open space smong the rocks,| 'hie Iset remark, and the peculisr emphasis

laid upon the word ‘!doclor,” struck a chiil

lodged, and where ho found the  bedies o!f o wur bero's heart, But ke could not give
throe of his men, Ho hastoned to the spotd his 0wR safety much thought, while ho was

The Ledger is mailed to subseribers at §2

a year, or two cepies for $3. Address your
~*tara to Robert Bonner, publisher, 43 Ann

[ {-T99 ~ d eal
steants B York. it ds. the handsom

and best femily p
gantly
high moral tone. oh 1s
over four huudred thousand copies, Wi, *-othg Lﬂ‘l-hluﬂ, % ik “'.;:ulu e
the best evideace we can give of itg merne; | —neit

enar in_the cnnnot;y.bele-
e ~haraoteria v a
ilostrated wnd «. i

ne. Its present G ‘“"‘l_i‘un ia

torth from the memory of men. They are
(**vuleances burnt vut, and on the lava and
nhes snd equalid scor'@m of old eruptions
grow the peuceful olive, the cheering vine,
nid the sustsining corn.”  Such in my opin.
ion will prove to be the fate of the preaent
i =ectionnl excitement, should thosa who wise.
ly scek to apply tha remedy, continue alwaye
10 couline tneir efforta within the pale of the
| Constitution. It this course be pursued, the
vxisting ngitation on the subjoct uf domestie
Slivery, lika everything human, will have
{ita day and give plice to other ond fess
i threstening conwroversies.  Publie opinion
in this country is ull powerfnl, and when it
{reschea o dargerous excess vpon any ques-
tivn, the good sense of the people will fur-
nish the corrective and bring it back within
sife limita,  Still, to hasten this suspicious
resully, ot the present crisia, we ought to re-
member that every rational ereature must be
preswn=d to intend the natural consequen-
¢28 ol hia own toachings. Those who an-
noanece shstrazt doctrines snbrversive to the
Constintion end the Union, must not be
gurpriced should their hested partignns ad-
vanee one step further, nnd attempt by vio-
leien to earry these doctrines into effect, [n
this view of 1the subject it ought never to be
furgotten that, however great may have been
tha polities]l advontages resulting from the
Uniun ta every purtion of our common coun-
try, these would all prova to be as nothing
should the time ever urrive when they can-
not be enjoyed without serious danger to the
pirsonal sa‘ety ol the people o! filteen mem.
bers of the confedersey. If the prace of the
domestie firesids thrunghout theze Buates

sliould ever be inveded —if the motheraof| &

fnmilies within tiis extensive region shoulg
not be nbla to retice to rest at night without
suffuring droadlul apprehensions of what may
be their own lute snd that of their ehildren
betore the morning=it would be in vain to
reeount to euchn people the politien] bene-
fita which result to them from the Union,——-
Selfepreservation is the first instinet of na-
ture § nod theiefuro any state of society In
which the sword i3 all the time suipended
over thie heads of the people, must ot lnst ba.
conte tatalersbile,  But I indulge in no such
gloomy forchodings  On the comtrary, [
fi-mly belicve thut the events at Harper's
[ory, by causing the people to pause snd
refleot upon this possible peril of their char-
ished iostitutions, will be the means, under
Providanes, of allaying the rxisting exoite
ment and preventiog taiure outhrenka of a
simitnr character. They will resolve that
the Conctitution and the Union shall pot be
endingered by rash conn-els, knowing that,
sshoutd the silver ourd be loosed or the gol-
den bowl be braken % % atthe fountsin,”
hum in power could never re unite the scat-
tered and hostile fragmenta.

I cordially eungrstalate you vpon the final
gettlement by the Supreme Court of the
United States of the questivn of slavery in
the territorivs ;3 which had presented an as-
pect 8o truly lormidsable al the commence
ment of my sdministration. The right has
been estublished of every eitizen to take his
property of uny kind, including slaves, into
the commuon territories belouging equally to
oll tue Ntotes in the confedaracy, and to have
it protected there under the federal constitu
tivn. Neither Cungress nur & Territorial
Legislature nor uny human power has any
suthority to snnul or impair this vested right.
T'he supreme judicisl teibunal of the country,
which is & co-ordinate branch of the govern-
ment, has ssnetioned and effirmed these
principlea of constitutional law, so mani-
iestly just In themoelves, and sa well eal-
calnted to promote peace and harmony
among the States. 1t ia a striking proof of
the sense of justice which ia inherent in our
peaple, thut the property in sleves has nev.
er been diuturbmf. 1o my knowledge, in any
of the territories. Even throughout the late
troubles in Kanssa there hed not been any

fere in & single instence® with the right of
the master. #ad any such attempt been
made, the judiciary would doubtlese have af.
forded an ample remedy. Should they fail
to do this bereafter, it will then be time
enough to strengthen their hands by further
legislation, Had it been decided that eithor.
Congress or the territorial legislature

sess the power lo anoul or impair the right
to property in slaves, the evil would be in-
tolerable.  In the latter event, there would

be o struggle for a m;,;grll, of the mombaie

Ui .

attempt, o8 | sm credibly informed, to inter-|

under the federal constitution would

for the time being on the resalt. Theagls
tation would thus be rendered Incessant
whilst the territotial condition rematned,
dtid ite baneful influence woald keep alive n °
dangerous excitement among the people of
the severa] States.

the intermiediate period from its firet sertie-
ment until It shall becoms a Htste, been
irrevocably fiked by the final decision of the
Supreme Court. Fortuoate has this been
for the prosperity of the Verritories, as well
a8 the trangaility of the Biates. Now em-
igrants from the North snd the South, the
East and the West, will maet in the terei-
tories - on a common platform, having
brought with them that speciea of property
best adepted, in their own opinien, to pro-
mote their welfare. From natural causes
slavery will in each casa soon wvirteslly
settle itself, and befira the territory iap
rnred for admissioh as a Btate into m-m
on, this decision will, one way or the other,
have Leen a firgone conclusion. Mean.
while the sattlement of the new territory
will proceed without serioos interroption,
und its frogress and prospprity will not be
endangered ur ratarded by violent political
strugg les.

hen in the progresa of eventa the ine
habitsnts of ang Perritory shall have reach-
#d the number required to form o State, they
shall then proceed in a regulsr manner, and
in the exercise of the rights of popular sov-
ereigaity, to lorm a Constitution praparatory
te admission into the Union. Alter this
has been done, to employ the loozusge of
the Kansss and Nabraska act, they “shall
be received into the Ui with or without
Blavery, sa their constitution may prescribe
at the tims of th ir sdmssion,” This
sound pringigle haa happily been recognized,
insome form or other, by an aimost uninis
motis vote of both Houses of the last Cone
grasa,

All lawful maans at my commind have
bren employed, and shall continue to be eme
ployed, to execute the liws sgiinst the Afe
rican Slive trade. A'ter & most careful
and rigorows examinstion of vur consts and &
thuught inveatigation of the subj at, we have
not been sble to discover thit any slaves
hive been imported into tha Uaited States
except the cargo by the Wandarer, nume
bering butween three und tour hundred,
Those engaged in the unlowful enterprise
have been rigorously prosecated ; but not
with ne8 much success ss thair crimes have
deserved. A number of tham are still under
prosecution.

Gut nistory provoes that the Fatfiefs of the
Republic, in advance of all othar nations,
condemned the African Slave trade, It
was, notwithstanding, deemed expedient by
the framera of the Constitution, to deprive

gration or importation of such persons es
any of the Statea now existiug shall thiak
proper to sdmit' “*prior to the year one
thousand eight hundred and eighn”

[t will be seen that this restriction on the
power of Congress waa confined to such
Statea only as might think proper to sdmit
the importation of slaves, It did not extend
to other States or to the trade carried on
abroad. Accordingly, we find that so early
a4 the 23d March, 1794, Congress pussed an
sct impoesing eevery penaltics end punisbs=
menta upon citizens and residents of the
United States who sheuld engesge in this
trade between foreign nations, The provis-
ions of this Act were extended and enforced
by the Act of 10th May, 1800.

Again: The States themselves had a clear
right to wajve the constitutional privilege
intended for their benefit, and to prohibit,
by their own laws, this trade, at any time
they thought proper previous to 1308, Sev-
erul of them exercised this right before that
period, end amoog them soma containing the
groutest number of slaves, Thi+ gave to

{Congreas the. immediate power to act in re-

gard to sll such States, becanse they thems
selves had removed the constitutional bare
rier. Coungress accordingly passed an act
on the 88th February, 1803, 1o prevent the
importation of certain peraons into certain
tates, where by the luwa tharoof, their ad«
mission is prohibited.” In this manner the
Importation of African &luvas into the United
ttates. wes, to a great extent, prohibited
some years in ndvinca of 1803, ;
As the year 1808 approached, Congress
determined not to suffur this trade to exiat
even lor a elngle day after they had the pow-
er to sboiish it.  Oa the 210! March, 1807,
they passed an act to take effeet *“from and
after the 1st of January, 1303, prohibiting
the importation of African slaves into the
United States. This wos followed by sub-«
seqaent agta of a similir character, t> which
[ uced not specially refer. Such were the
principles and such the practice of our ane
cestora more than fi'ty years ngo in regard
to the African slave (rade,

ML did not oceor to the revered patiiots
who had been delegated to the Convention,
and afterwardsa becoms members of Cons
gress, that in pussing these laws thay had
violated the Constitution which they had
from=-d with 80 much care and deliberation.
They sopposed that to prohibit Congress, in
express terms, from cxereising n epecified
pawer befora an mppoioted day, nacossarily
involved the right to exercise thia power af-
ter thatday had arrived,

It this were nut the ense, the framera of
the Constitution had expended much lubor in
vain, Hid they imagined that Congresa
would pogsess no power to prohibit the trade
even betore or after 1808, they would not
huve taken 8o much eare to protect the States
ugaingl the exercise of this power balure that
periud, Nay, more, they would not have
attached such vast importance to this provis-
jon 88 to have excloded it from the possibil=
ity of future repeal or smendment, to which
other portions of the Congtitution were éx-
posed. It would, then, have been wholly.
unneceasary to engraft on the filth article of
the Constitution, preseribing the mode of
its future smendment, the proviso, *“‘that no
smendment which may be made prior to the
year onie thoussnd eight hundred and eight,
shall in any manner sffect’ the provision in
the Constitution securing to the States the
right to sdmit the importation of African
slaves previous to that period. :

According to the adverss conatruction, tha
clouse itself, on which so much care and die-
cussion had been employed b_; the members
of the Convention, was an sbsolute nullity
from the beginning, énd all that has since
been done wader it a_mere ueurpation,

It was well and wise to confer this power
on Congress, beoanee had it L'oen left to the
States its efficiont exercise would have
impossible, In that event ny Laq
conld have effectonlly continued the tr
not on ror#hnll but for %ii the other
Slates, never w0 much againet
will, And why 1 Bm&(:lgn _
whince onze Sisught Within the lwiits
any ous State, ia sccordeacd <18 s lama
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tion, and the sacred rights of pﬂ»&fz"h: :

Thus has the status of a territory doring -

Congreas of the power to prohibit “the mis
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